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CONPIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 2508 
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E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, PBORN ET, EG, SU 
SUBJ: NILE RIVER WATERS 

REF: ADDIS ABABA 2467 

SUMMARY: EGYPTIAN DCM IDENTIPIES TWO ETHIOPIAN NILE WATER 
PROJECTS AS BASIS POR RECENTLY EXPRESSED EGYPTIAN CONCERN 
AND SAYS THAT EGYPT HAD CALLED POR A JUNE CONPERENCE OF 
NILE RIVER STATES. WE ARE NOT AS CONPIDENT AS EGYPTIANS 
THAT ETHIOPIANS WILL ATTEND. END SUMMARY. 

1 . EGYPTIAN DCM HANAPY GAVE US FOLLOWING BACKGROUND TO 
RECENT PUBLIC EXCHANGE BETWEEN EGYPTIAN AND ETHIOPIAN GOV- 
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ERNMENTS. EGYPT HAS RECEIVED INPORMATION ON TWO DIFPERENT 
ETHIOPIAN PROJECTS RELATED TO NILE WATERS WHICH CAUSE 
THE EGYPTIANS CONCERN. THE FIRST IS AN ETHIOPIAN- 
EUROPEAN COMMUNITY PROJECT TO DEVELOP AN AGRICULTURAL 
IRRIGATION SCHEME ON THE BARO WENZ RIVER (ONE OF THE 
TRIBUTARIES OP THE NAHR SUBAT WHICH LEADS TO THE WHITE 
NILE). HANAPY TOLD US THAT THE EGYPTIAN EMBASSY IN 
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BRUSSELS HAD CONFIRMED THIS PROJECT WITH THE EC. IT 
IS SAID TO BE WELL ADVANCED IN PLANNING. THE SECOND 
PROJECT IS AN ETHIOPIAN-SOVIET PROJECT, IN THE EARLY 
DISCUSSION STAGES, FOR BOTH AN IRRIGATION AND HYDRO- 
ELECTRIC SCHEME ON A RIVER NEAR LAKE TANA (EXACT 
RIVER WAS NOT CLEAR). ANY WATERS LOST TO THE NILE 
THROUGH IRRIGATION PROJECTS DIRECTLY AFFECTS EGYPT AND 
SUDAN. 

2. HANAEY EURTHER TOLD US THAT THE EGYPTIANS HAD SEV- 
ERAL MONTHS AGO CALLED FOR A MEETING OE THE NILE RIVER 
STATES TO DISCUSS USE OF NILE WATERS TO BE HELD IN 
NAIROBI IN JUNE. THE ETHIOPIANS HAVE NOT YET RESPONDED 
TO THE EGYPTIAN INVITATION, THOUGH THEY HAVE ASSURED 
THE EGYPTIANS THEY HAVE NO DISAGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE 
WITH THE CONFERENCE IDEA. HANAFY APPEARED OPTIMISTIC 
THAT THE RECENT PUBLIC EXCHANGE WOULD NOT UNDERMINE THE 
CONFERENCE AND THAT ON THE CONTRARY IT HAD SERVED TO 
DRAW ATTENTION TO THE NEED FOR A REVIEW OF NILE WATERS. 
ACCORDING TO INCOMPLETE INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO US, 
ETHIOPIA AND NILE WATER ISSUES WERE LAST TREATED IN A 
PAIR OF TREATIES (1902 AND 1906), THE TEXTS OF WHICH 
VARY SIGNIFICANTLY DEPENDING ON THE LANGUAGE USED 
(ENGLISH OR AMHARIC). UNLIKE HANAFY, WE DO NOT BE- 
LIEVE THE RECENT ETHIOPIAN-EGYPTIAN EXCHANGE WAS USE- 
FUL AND DOUBT THAT THE PMGSE WILL BE READY AND WILLING 
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TO DISCUSS SUBSTANTIVELY NILE WATERS IN THE NEAR FUTURE 
GIVEN ITS OTHER MORE PRESSING PREOCCUPATIONS. 

MATHERON 
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